
Free Active Directory Tools Comparison 
Guide 2026
The Must-Have Utilities for Modern IT Teams

Overview
Active Directory (AD) remains at the heart of IT management in 2026. With hybrid infrastructure, 
SaaS adoption, and increased compliance demands, the right free tools can help IT teams stay 
secure, efficient, and audit-ready.

This guide compares EZO AssetSonar (an ITAM solution that integrates with free Active Directory 
tools via REST-based API integration to complete the user-device picture) with five of the most 
practical, free Active Directory tools that sysadmins and IT managers actually use today — and helps 
determine when and how to use them effectively.

Quick Comparison Overview



Tool Best For Key 
Features

Hybrid / 
Cloud AD 

Support

Example 
Scenario

Pricing Model

Netwrix 

Auditor 

(Community 

Edition)

Real-time 

auditing 

and 

complianc

e visibility

Tracks AD 

changes 

(who/what/wh

en); prebuilt 

audit reports; 

alerting 

system

⚙️ Supports 

Azure AD 

via 

connectors

Need to find 

who changed 

group policies 

last week? 

Netwrix shows 

the full audit 

trail instantly

Free 

(Community 

Edition)

Specops 

Gpupdate

Remote 

Group 

Policy 

manageme

nt

Instantly 

refreshes or 

enforces GPOs 

remotely 

across 

endpoints

⚙️ Works in 

hybrid and 

on-prem 

environmen

ts

After rolling 

out a new 

password 

policy, trigger a 

remote GPO 

refresh across 

all systems 

without waiting 

for reboots

Free

Microsoft 

RSAT / AD 

PowerShell 

Module

Command

-line and 

admin 

console 

manageme

nt

Deep 

PowerShell 

control over 

users, groups, 

and domains; 

integrates with 

Azure AD

✅ Native 

support for 

hybrid AD

Admins can 

script 

automated 

user 

provisioning 

and group 

assignment via 

PowerShell 

cmdlets

Free & 

Built-In

CJWDEV AD 

Tidy

Cleanup of 

stale users 

and 

computers

Finds inactive 

or disabled 

accounts, 

empty groups, 

and expired 

passwords

⚙️ Works for 

on-prem 

and synced 

hybrid AD

Scan for users 

inactive >90 

days, disable or 

move to 

quarantine OU 

in seconds

Free & Open 

Source

ADACL-

Scanner

Permission

s visibility 

& least-

privilege 

enforceme

nt

Scans and 

exports AD 

ACLs; 

identifies 

excessive or 

misconfigured 

access

⚙️ On-prem 

compatible; 

can scan 

hybrid AD 

permissions

Export list of all 

users with 

write access to 

Finance OU; 

detect and fix 

outdated 

Free & 

Open Source



service

When to Use Each Tool

Scenario Recommended Tool(s) Why It Helps

Struggling with stale or inactive accounts AD Tidy
Automate identification and cleanup of 

unused accounts.

Need to track changes and improve 

compliance
Netwrix Auditor, ADACL-Scanner

Audit permissions, user changes, and 

policy updates for compliance readiness.

Managing hybrid AD or Azure AD users RSAT
Sync on-prem and cloud AD seamlessly, 

ensure unified visibility.

Tired of manual GPO updates Specops Gpupdate
Push group policy changes instantly to all 

endpoints.

Why IT Teams Use EZO AssetSonar After Choosing Their AD 
Tools

What AD Tools Handle What  EZO AssetSonar 
Adds on Top

Why It Matters

Identity essentials: users, groups, 

passwords, permissions

Full context around the identity: 

devices assigned, software licenses 

used, SaaS activations, 

configuration data, lifecycle history

Provides the complete picture 

needed for audits, security reviews, 

and compliance

Basic directory changes 

(enable/disable users, group 

changes)

Workflow automation triggered 

by AD events: license reclamation, 

device-return tasks, SaaS 

revocation, ownership sync, real-

time compliance updates

Eliminates manual cleanup, 

reduces risks, prevents leftover 

access or assets

Identity in one environment (AD 

or Azure AD)

Unified visibility across 

environments: on-prem AD, Azure 

AD, Intune, Jamf, cloud apps, 

hybrid setups

Removes mismatched records, 

blind spots, and identity drift across 

tools

When You Should Add AssetSonar to Your AD Toolset
IT managers typically add AssetSonar when they:



✔ Manage hybrid identity ecosystems (Microsoft AD + Azure AD + MDM)

✔ Need visibility beyond user accounts (Device inventory, software usage, SaaS proliferation)

✔ Want to automate lifecycle tasks (Onboarding, offboarding, device assignment, reclamation)

✔ Need audit readiness (License trails, asset ownership history, compliance reporting)

✔ Are moving from reactive device management → proactive governance (One source of truth 
across identity + assets)

See how EZO AssetSonar integrates with free Active Directory tools.

👉 Sign Up for a Free Trial with EZO AssetSonar

© 2026 EZO AssetSonar
Simplifying Hybrid IT Management for Modern Enterprises.

https://ezo.io/assetsonar/sign_up/
https://ezo.io/assetsonar/sign_up/

